
Modern patient hygiene.  
Safer. Easier. Smarter
From bowl & water to future-proof 
infection prevention.



Hospital water systems are recognised sources of health-
care-associated infections. Even with routine sink and sur-
face disinfection, pathogens and biofilms can recolonise 
quickly.1 Bowls filled from these systems therefore pose 
a particular risk: they are often contaminated, even after 
cleaning, and can become vectors for cross-contamina-
tion between patients or body regions.

On top of this, the process itself requires multiple steps – 
preparing water, managing bowls, washing, drying, ap-
plying lotion, and disinfecting all materials afterwards. It 
consumes valuable time, adds to the physical workload of 
staff, and still leaves hospitals exposed to risks that cannot 
be fully controlled.

Traditional washing  
comes with hidden risks.

Conventional washing with a bowl and water is still part of daily routines in many 
hospitals and nursing homes. Yet scientific evidence shows that this approach is 
not only time-consuming and physically demanding – it also exposes patients and 
staff to unnecessary infection risks.
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Washing without water replaces bowls, water and towels 
with a modern and simplified, ready-to-use system. Each 
patient receives soft, pre-moistened mitts for single use – 
one per body region to prevent cross-contamination.
The mitts contain cleansing and moisturising ingredients 

in a leave-on formulation, so no rinsing or drying is need-
ed. The result: a simple, standardised routine that saves 
steps, is easy for staff and comfortable for patients – and, 
unlike wipes, offers easier handling, two usable sides and 
greater independence for patients in rehabilitation.

Effortless Efficiency. 
Enhanced Safety.
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Hospitals face diverse needs in patient hygiene – from 
gentle daily care to targeted decontamination in ICUs 
or before surgery. To meet these different requirements, 

schülke offers a complete portfolio of wash mitts that 
ensures consistent safety and reliability across all rou-
tines.

From everyday hygiene to targeted 
decontamination – schülke offers the 
right wash mitt for every clinical need.

octenisan® wash mitts – 
our hero product.

With octenidine, octenisan® wash mitts offer gentle 
cleansing and good skin compatibility. The EFFECT  
study showed that octenidine-based bathing routines 
can prevent intensive care unit (ICU)-acquired primary 
bacteremia. The authors conclude that integrating 
octenidine-based bathing routines as part of an 
infection prevention measures bundle can help to 
reduce nosocomial infections on ICUs.5

primasept® 2% CHG wash mitts

based on chlorhexidine, these mitts provide a reliable  
alternative for antimicrobial patient washing and pre- 
operative preparation, with a broad activity spectrum.

esemtan® wash mitts

Available in three versions (premium, fresh, sensitive) 
to meet different patient needs.

The esemtan® wash mitts premium are made of a padded 
and tear-resistant three-layer nonwoven.6  The scented 
esemtan® wash mitts fresh are optimal for daily care of 
normal skin and the esemtan® wash mitts sensitive are 
especially suitable for sensitive skin, as they are fragrance-free.
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Use disinfectants safely. Always read the label 
and product information before use.



 �Infection prevention: no contaminated bowls, no 
splashing water, no reprocessing.
 �Better skin outcomes: fewer irritations, less dryness, 
preserved skin barrier.
 �Smarter working: less physically demanding, faster 
workflow.

 �Economic impact: reduced material use and significant 
time savings – freeing resources for patient care.

 �Resource savings: no purchase, storage, transportation 
or reprocessing of bowls, washcloths or towels required.

 �Patient benefits: rehabilitation and dignity.

Proven benefits for patients, 
staff and hospitals.

By replacing bowls, water and towels, washing without wa-
ter delivers clear advantages for hospitals, staff and patients. 
The process is reduced to just four steps, requiring less of 
the time compared to traditional washing.3,4

For staff, this means less physical strain and more time for 
patient-centred tasks.7 For patients, fewer manipulations 

during hygiene routines result in less stress and greater 
comfort – especially for those recovering from trauma or 
with reduced mobility. For hospitals, the outcome is short-
er procedures, lower material use and stronger infection 
prevention, with measurable impact on efficiency and 
quality of care.3,4



Discover the benefits of schülke wash mitts in your hospital – 
contact us for a trial or consultation.

Switching from bowl & water to washing without water is simple with schülke – 
and brings immediate benefits across the hospital.

Upgrade your patient hygiene today.

Backed by science. 
Trusted by clinicians.

Clinical data underlines the effectiveness and efficiency 
of washing without water:

Less time compared 
to traditional washing.

Higher staff and  
patient satisfaction  
in multiple studies3,7

Improved skin condition 
with moisturising leave-on 
products8

Elimination of  
infection chains  
and sources1,3

Resource and time 
savings thanks to 
ready- to-use and  
singles-use mitts3
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 �Safer processes, less risks of infection and 
cross-contammination.
 �Relieved staff, more time for patient-centred care.

 �Cost savings through streamlined workflows and  
reduced material use.

 �Comprehensive portfolio from one trusted partner.
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