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Aim of the study Estimation of the five most common healthcare-associated infectiqns (HAI) and their
attributable deaths as well as the resulting burden for Germany using the data of the
European point prevalence study of 2011. HAI: Clostridium difficile infection, pneumonia,
bloodstream infection, urinary tract infection and surgical site infection

Methods A new package for the powerful computer statistics tool “R” was developed. It takes
advantage of the data collected under the European Point-prevalence study. The burden for
Germany by healthcare-associated infections was estimated and expressed by disability-
adjusted life years (DALYs) per 100,000 citizens.

In total the study estimated a number of 478,222 healthcare-associated infections in

Results Germany with 16,245 attributable deaths. The burden for Germany was calculated to 308.2
DALYs/100,000 population, This shows that the burden for Germany is higher compared to
the European average of 290 DALYs/100,000, although the overall risk of infection during a
hospital stay is lower in Germany (3.6%) compared to EU (5.5%).
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Conclusion This study is the first to estimate the burden of HAls in Germany by means of DALYs. The

burden is higher than the European average. Stronger focus on infection prevention
control in Germany is needed to reduce this burden.
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